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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 


Maesteg. 

August,  1951. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  upon  the  Vital 
Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  your  Urban  Area  for  the  year  1950. 

In  my  Report  for  this  year,  I have  included  a Graph  of  Tuberculosis 
Notifications  and  Deaths,  illustrating  the  rise  in  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
from  the  year  1948  after  a substantial  drop  in  1947.  The  lowest  number 
of  Deaths  in  the  period  1934-1950  was  recorded  in  1946  and  the  highest 
figure  in  1939.  The  Notifications  have  shown  a favourable  trend  during  the 
year  and  are  approaching  the  1942  level.  The  lowest  number  of  Notifications 
in  the  period  1934-1950  was  found  in  the  year  1937  ; the  highest  in  the  year 
1934.  The  study  of  this  Graph  which  covers  a 17 -year  period  reveals  that 
no  substantial  improvement  has  been  attained  and  the  fluctuating  character 
of  the  curves  precludes  a prediction  in  the  further  trend  of  Tuberculosis. 

With  regard  to  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year  we  observe  that  Infantile 
Mortality  has  shown  a further  decline  from  48  to  44.71  per  1,000  Births. 
The  Population  decreased  from  23,100  to  23,050  ; the  Birth-Rate  from  20 
to  18.44  per  1,000  popidation,  while  the  Graph  of  Deaths  at  All  Ages  shows 
a further  rise  from  13.1  to  13.80  per  1,000  population. 

When  we  examine  the  19  cases  of  Infant  Deaths  we  observe  that 
12  took  place  in  the  Neo-Natal  period,  while  7 deaths  took  place  within 
24  hours  after  birth.  This  Neo-Natal  core  has  always  been  a very  difficult 
one  to  tackle  as  many  deaths  are  due  to  birth  itself  and  are  therefore  not 
wholly  preventable. 

The  Graph  of  Principle  Infectious  Diseases  shows  an  increase  in  Total 
Deaths  consisting  of  one  death  due  to  Measles  and  two  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age.  During  the  year,  not  a single  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  Urban  District  but  in  total  600  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
and  42  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia.  We  counted  44  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
against  108  in  the  year  1949  and  one  case  of  Whooping  Cough  against  38 
in  1949. 

We  are  very  glad  to  welcome  back  to  our  Office  our  permanent  Clerk 
Mr.  David  Thomas,  who  has  been  absent  through  ill-health  from  October  1950 
until  August,  1951.  His  absence  left  a great  gap  in  the  Health  Department, 
and  we  are  confident  that  he  has  made  a good  recovery  and  will  work  happily 
with  us  for  many  years  to  come.  1 1 J 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  J.  FALKMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  

Population  1950  (Estimated) 
,,  1891  Census 


„ 1901  „ 

1911  „ 

1921  „ 

„ 1931  „ 

Rateable  Value  of  1950 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


. 6,709 
23,050 
...  9,471 
15,015 
...  24,977 
..  28,960 
...  25,552 
£78,631 
. £292 


Per  1,000  Live 
Persons 


Birth-Rate  for  1950  18.44 

Average  Birth-Rate  for  10  previous  years  20.2 

Death-Rate  (from  all  causes)  for  1950  13.80 

Average  Death-Rate  for  10  previous  years  12.10 

Death-Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  0.70 

Average  Death-Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

for  10  previous  years 0.50 

Death-Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for 

1950  0.6 

Infantile  Mortality  for  1950  19 

Average  Infantile  Mortality  for  10  previous  years  71 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

209 

..  202  ... 

411 

Illegitimate 

6 

8 ... 

14 

Still- Births 

5 

4 ... 

9 

Birth  Rate 

18.44 

Birth  Rate  Eng.  & Wales  15.8 

Deaths 

Males — 182.  Females— 136.  Total — 318. 

Death  Rate  ...  13.80. 

Death  Rate, 

England  & Wales  11.6. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

From  Puerperal  Infections  0 

Other  Maternal  Infections  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  2.30 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  5.81 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

Legitimate  jg 

Illegitimate  q 

Total  jg 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  4471 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  all  ages 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL 
AGES  AND  THEIR  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 
(Civilian  and  Non  civilian) 


Number 

of 

Rate 

Deaths 

per 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1000 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

9 

9 

18 

0.76 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

8. 

Measles 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

9. 

Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

11 

3 

14 

0.59 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

4 

0 

4 

0.17 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

5 

5 

0.23 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

12 

16 

28 

1.19 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

1 

1 

2 

0.08 

16. 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

19 

35 

1.48 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

11 

8 

19 

0.80 

19. 

Hvpertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

0 

5 

0.23 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

36 

36 

72 

3.06 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

0.08 

22. 

Influenza  

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

9 

0.38 

24. 

Bronchitis  

17 

6 

23 

0.98 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

8 

0 

8 

0.34 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

2 

2 

-0.08 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

9 

5 

14 

0.59 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

0 

5 

0.23 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  

15 

12 

27 

1.14 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

0 

4 

0.17 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

11 

4 

15 

0.63 

35. 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

ALL  CAUSES  Males  182 

Females  136  Total  318 

Rate  per  1,000  13.80 
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Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death  rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the 
Year  1950.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 
Returns  of  the  Registrar  General  (England  and  Wales). 


England  and 
W ales 

126  C.Bs. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

BIRTHS 

• Rates  per 

1000  Home 

Population 

Live  Births 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  ” 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

11. 6^ 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.07 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  anc 
Polioencephalitis 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.48 

All  causes  under 
1 Year  of  Age 

Rates  per 
29.8(a)x 

1,000  Live 
33.8 

Births  : — 
29.4 

26.3 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under 
2 years  of  age 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

• A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
X Per  1,000  related  births 

★ Rates  per  1,000  Total  population 
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England  and 
Wales 

120  C.Bs. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Rates  per 

1000  Home' 

Population 

Notifications 

(corrected)  : — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyph.  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Infection 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3-21 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.  7 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute 

Polio-myelitis 

including 

Polio-encephalitis 
Paralytic  : 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

Non-Paralytic  : 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  Poisoning 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

(a)  Notifications  (corrected)  : — 


Puerperal  Fever 

and  Pyrexia 

5.81 

7.43 

4.33 

6.03 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales  : — 


International  List 
No.  and  cause 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still) 
Births 

Rates  per 
million 
women 
aged  15-44 

651  Abortions  with  sepsis 

0.09 

7 

650-652  Other  abortions 

0.05 

4 

640-649,  670-678  Comp- 
lications of  pregnancy 
and  delivery 

0.54 

681  Sepsis  of  childbirth 
and  the  puerperium 

0.03 

680,  682-689  Other  comp- 
lications of  the 
puerperium 

0.15 

I 


O TZ  <*> 


cn 
o 

c*.  T3 

Zi 

£ ° 


o 

ITS 

a> 


b3 

c 


a> 

1C 


c/3 

i 

o 


re 

c 

'3o 


IA 

a 

(A 

« 

u 

</> 


a 

C/3  C3 


C/3 

C3 

M 

C3 

« 

e*- 

O 

k. 

a> 

A 

E 


« 

O 


03 

ja 

E 

3 

C 

(U 


tij 

O 


a.  £ 


« 

o 

'■5 

<13 


>»  wj 


>» 

»■ 

O 

c 

0> 


W) 

C 

i 

o 


c 

V 

> 

'Si 

o 

C/S 


k.  E 


x2 

r-  r H 

Pr  An  o 

<1  H g 
HHg 

OPrO 

H<30 


hPX 

g ^ 

Pig 

hS 

§8 


o .tr 

!«5  «3 

o 

<u  o 
c CS 

Z E 


o 

u 

< i 

a> 

_j  >* 
« 

.t;  ® 
a £ 

t/3  ** 


o 

X 

C/3 

a> 

CA 

A 

03 

C/3 


b« 


O Q C/3 

_E  “ 

■*-  <j  **  Q 


k_  c*_  c/3 

o 
o 


— © 


c/3 

03  03 


. ® -C 

f u 


03 

t- 

M 

C 

5 

o 


« o c 


03 

A 

E 


03  ,= 


i B ■= 

03 


— 03 

eo  n. 
C 3 
U= 


« 

r 

03 

U 

E 

o 


C/3 


u-l  . 

OX 

i— c 

Pig 

5g 

xw 


o 

>o 

03 


gfl 

gg 

x£ 

og 

O 


W 

co 

C 

W 

02 


CG 

JD 

15 

a 

S3 

£ 


_03 

o3 


m 

03 

ci 

a 

03 

pR 

03 

C 

<3 

cn 

rS 

cS 


C/3 

03 


co 


i 

Tf: 


co 


© 

o 

© 


00  <N  <M  O 

—i 


(M  © 
CO 


c3 

a 

03 

£ 

CO  ^-H 
<N 

CO 

277 

2 

CO>  1 -H 

<M  1 

—<  lO  CO 

r-H 

m 

CO  I 

1 

i— i CO  1 rfH  (M 

03  CO  r-^  I 

»“H  1 

1 

CM  1 

| t"  CO 

S 

CO 

m 

o 

c5 

d 

O «-h 

CO 

1 33CMCM- 

CO  t-  1 — 

r-H  ID  CO 

o 

(Cl 

1 

(M  1 

—i 

0) 

M 

cc 

CD 

r-H  1 

1 

^CDrH^CMOiCOlM  I 

1 t>  CO 

<M  1 

1 

CM 

1— 1 | 

1 r— 1 

CO 

m 


r— i 

hi 

2< 

H W 
^ A-i 

ri  W 

ago 

Fo°o 

L>  r\  HH  hi 

feOOO 

gXA<A< 

£2  ' 

Sogg 

iiss 


X 

o 

►R  Cu 
PhW 

go  PS  X 
gKW 
h?  H iad 
5Ko 

cu 

WPS 

£fio 


Pi 

w 
> 
w 

pR 

<5  . <3 

XOCOPL: 

25^=9 


HH 


XXHPP 
WAhO:  W 
co  X 
X d Pi  w 
Q •<  PP  o 


s£ 

Ai  ^ 

Co 

Sc? 

XXco 
Cu  ^ ^ 
«<  CO 

gdc 

PigD 

p^XPi' 
Pi^w 
w x PP 
tcp^pp 
A.-OE- 


oi 


TUBERCULOSI.S,  OTHER  FORMS 


PRINCIPAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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WATER 


During  the  year  1050,  19  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  quantitative 
and  qualitative  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst.  All  samples  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  are  specified  below  : — 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Taken  from 

Date 

Examination 

Analysis 

Tap,  Police  Station 
Maesteg 

22/2/50 

Satisfactory 

Very  soft  neutral 

waters.  The  chemical 

Tap,  Castle  Street, 
Cafe 

22/2/50 

it 

and  physical  characters 
are  satisfactory 

Tap  in  Valley  Cafe 

23/2/50 

Satisfactory 

Tap  in  Neath  Road 

23/2/50 

1 1 

Tap,  Court  Street 

23/2/50 

a 

Tap,  North’s  Memorial 

23/2/50 

a 

Hall,  Maesteg 

Tap,  Talbot  Street 

4/7/50 

Satisfactory 

Tap,  Health  Dept. 

4/7/50 

it 

Blaencwmcerwn 

26/7/50 

Satisfactory 

Reservoir 

Tap,  Town  Hall 

15/8/50 

Satisfactory 

Tap,  Talbot  Street 

15/8/50 

il 

2 Taps  Duffryn  Road  24/10/50 

Satisfactory 

Tap,  Court  Street 

9/12/50 

Satisfactory 

Very  soft  faintly  acid 

Tap,  63  Neath  Road 

9/12/50 

t i 

waters  — containing 
traces  of  zinc.  The 

chemical  and  physical 
characters  are  satis- 
factory 


Copies  of  Laboratory  reports  upon  all  examinations  were  forwarded 
to  the  Manager  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board. 


The  only  work  of  capital  nature  completed  by  the  Board  in  the  Maesteg 
Urban  District  during  the  year  1950  was  a 100  yard  3-inch  main  extension 
at  Lansbury  Crescent  on  the  Park  Housing  Site.  Pipes  and  fittings  have  been 
delivered  and  construction  of  mains  has  been  started  at  the  end  of  1950  on 
the  Turberville  Housing  Site. 


The  Board  also  decided  to  lay  a 6-inch  main  from  the  12-inch  main 
in  fetation  Street  to  Duke  Street  adjacent  to  the  Turberville  Site  This 
project  which  should  be  carried  out  by  the  end  of  1951  will  ensure  an  adequate 
water  supply  for  the  Turberville  Site  which  lies  on  high  ground  and  will  also 
improve  the  water  supply  to  properties  at  high  level  on  Cemetery  Road 
winch  now  suffer  from  interruption  of  the  water  supply  during  periods  of 
heavy  draw-off.  6 1 
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The  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee  decided  not 
to  proceed  with  any  alterations  in  the  present  water  supply  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  600  yards  3-inch  steel  main  from  the  9-inch  main  at  Sychpant 
could  therefore  not  be  replaced  by  approximately  100  yards  3-inch  C.I. 
main  from  Park  Housing  Site. 


The  need  was  also  felt  for  an  indicator  at  the  Nantyffyllon  Pumping 
Station  to  show  the  depth  of  water  at  the  High  Level  Reservoir  at  Brynmawr 
as  many  journeys,  by  day  and  by  night,  had  to  be  made  between  the  Pumping 
Station  and  the  Reservoir  to  ensure  that  there  was  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  at  the  Reservoir.  This  project  was  completed  in  July,  1950. 

All  houses  in  the  Maesteg  District  are  supplied  from  the  Public  Water 
Mains  with  the  exception  of  32  which  are  mainly  outlying  farms  and  cottages 
far  away  from  the  public  water  mains  and  are  still  supplied  by  stand-pipes. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 

During  the  swimming  season,  three  samples  of  water  were  collected 
from  the  Garth  and  Maesteg  Swimming  Baths  and  submitted  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination.  These  samples  were  satisfactory.  Of  the  four  samples 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis  all  were  found  satisfactory.  The  Surveyor’s 
Department  was  informed  of  all  results.  With  regard  to  the  Poliomyelitis 
Epidemic  1950  and  the  fact  that  the  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  had  risen 
in  Maesteg  since  1948  together  with  a heavy  incidence  in  the  Swansea  area, 
we  thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  Garth  Swimming  Bath  provided  with 
a chlorine-tester  of  the  same  type  as  used  in  the  Maesteg  Bath  in  order  to 
enable  a constant  supervision  of  the  chlorination  of  the  water.  The  Maesteg 
Bath  holds  175,313  gallons  of  water  which  is  changed  six  times  per  day  so 
that  a total  of  1,051,878  gallons  is  circulating  daily.  The  maximum  number 
of  bathers  is  2000  in  a day.  The  Garth  Baths  holds  79,242  gallons  of  water, 
changed  every  eight  hours  so  that  here  a total  of  237,726  gallons  circulates 
in  24  hours.  The  maximum  number  of  bathers  is  500  in  a day.  The  nec- 
essity for  a chlorine-tester  was  communicated  to  the  Surveyor’s  Department 
on  10th  July,  1950,  but  has  not  been  available  during  the  season. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1950  : — 
By  the  Local  Authority  :■ — ■ 


(1)  Permanent  Traditional 


31 


(2)  By  other  persons  or  bodies 


3 


Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 
(a)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  ....  503 


(b)  Other  Powers 


12 


The  recommendations  for  the  Selection  of  Tenants,  contained  in  the 
Third  Report  of  the  Housing  Management  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central 
Housing  Advisory  Committee  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under 
Section  135  of  the  Housing  Act  1930,  have  not  been  considered  or  implemented 
during  the  year  1950.  (Circular  Welsh  Board  of  Health  31/49  of  1 1 April, 
1949).  The  desirability  of  a complete  review  of  the  present  points  system 
was  mentioned  in  the  Treasurer’s  Report  of  19th  January,  1950  and  in  a 
Memorandum  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  0th  October,  1950.  A 
serious  deficiency  in  the  present  system  is  the  awarding  of  points  fer  111 
Health  by  the  Rent  Collector  and  not  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
or  a Member  of  the  Medical  Profession,  while  the  assessment  of  points  fer 
Sanitary  Defects  and  Overcrowding  are  done  in  the  Treasurer’s  Department. 
The  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  therefore 
never  been  given  an  active  part  in  Re-housing  matters.  The  Selection  of 
Tenants  is  done  by  the  Ward-Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  belonging 
to  the  Ward  in  which  the  Applicant  resides.  A Sub-Committee  was  appointed 
on  12th  October,  1950,  to  consider  those  matters  but  this  Committee  has 
not  been  convened  in  the  reporting  year. 

The  building  of  the  Brynheulog  Housing  Estate  of  204  houses  was 
completed  in  the  year  1950,  while  the  next  site  of  development,  the  building 
of  the  Turberville  Housing  Estate  of  222  houses  has  started  in  the  year  1951. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1950,  approximately  900  applications  for  new  houses 
in  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  have  been  received. 

Rising  prices  and  wages  have  made  the  repair  of  houses  an  increasing 
burden  to  property-owners  who  by  no  means  always  belong  to  the  financially 
strong,  while  the  item  of  rent  arrears  has  become  a growing  problem  for  the 
Maesteg  U.D.C.  itself.  These  factors,  combined  with  the  destructiveness 
displayed  in  certain  cjuai-ters  of  the  town,  have  not  contributed  to  a notable 
improvement  in  the  general  state  of  repair  of  houses  in  the  Urban  District 
which  has  always  been  rather  low.  The  great  age  of  many  houses  in  the  Dis- 
trict is  a further  serious  problem  as  such  houses  require  an  increasing  amount 
of  repair,  sometimes  beyond  the  financial  capacity  of  their  owners.  As 
with  the  rearmament  of  the  Nation  the  Housing  Programme  may  have  to 
be  slowed  down  again  there  is  at  present  little  prospect  that  the  problem 
of  over-crowding  will  be  substantially  relieved  in  the  near  future. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 


This  Lodging  House  was  closed  in  September,  1949,  and  an  agreement 
reached  with  the  owner  to  rebuild  the  premises  into  three  flats.  The  plans 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Lodging  House  were  passed  by  the  Town  arid 
Country  Planning  Authorities  on  January  12th,  1950,  but  no  rebuilding 
of  the  place  has  boon  undertaken  yet.  The  difficulty  has  arisen  in  rehousing 
the  three  remaining  families  who  were  loft  in  the  premises  after  the  departure 
of  the  Lodgers  and  until  substantial  progress  has  been  made  with  the  new 
Turbervillo  Housing  Estate  this  matter  has  been  loft  in  abeyance. 


DISINFESTATION 

During  the  year,  approximately  40  verminous  premises  (excluding 
Rats  and  Mice)  were  disinfested  and  satisfactory  results  obtained.  D.D.T. 
and  Gamexane  in  various  forms  were  used. 

When  a new  house  has  been  allocated  to  a tenant,  the  Health  Depart- 
ment is  notified  and  the  old  house  and  furniture  are  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Department  before  the  tenant  takes  up  his  new  residence.  If  required, 
the  premises  and  furniture  are  then  sprayed  to  ensure  that  no  infestation 
is  transmitted  to  new  premises.  44  new  premises  were  fumigated  before 
the  tenants  took  up  residence. 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


Since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1940,  from  the 
5th  of  July,  1948,  the  Urban  District  has  ceased  to  be  a Health  Authority 
and  is  now  a-  Sanitary  Authority  only  concerned  with  Sanitation  and  Environ- 
mental Hygiene.  All  the  Health  Services  are  concentrated  under  the  County 
Council  with  a Divisional  Olhce  in  Bridgend.  The  following  services  have, 
therefore,  become  a County  Council  responsibility  : — 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
0. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Ambulance  Services. 

Prevention  of  Illness  ; Care  and  After-Care. 
Domestic  Help  Service. 

Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 
Provision  of  Health  Centres. 


These  services  are  administered  through  the  Divisional  Office,  County 
Council  Offices,  Quarella  Road,  Bridgend,  with  the  exception  of  Lunacy, 
Mental  Health  and  the  County  Ambulance  Service,  which  have  not  been 
de-centralised. 


The  Hospitals  of  Mid-Glamorgan  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Beard  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee 
in  Neath.  The  Isolation  Hospital,  the  Maternity  Home  and  the  General 
Hospital  in  Maesteg  have  therefore  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  are  administered  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
Management  Committee  with  a local  representation  in  the  Hospital  House 
Committee  which  sits  in  Maesteg  periodically. 


(1)  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  children  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic 
Clinics.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined  periodically  and  from  the 
school  inspections  referred  to  the  various  clinics  if  so  required. 


Cod  liver  oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or  under-develop- 
ment. In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  special  steps  are  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  School  Authorities  to  exclude  all  scholars  who  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  patient.  Protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation  are 
furthermore  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 


(2) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


» 


The  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintains  an  ante-natal  clinic  every 
Monday  afternoon  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Street, 
Maesteg.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides,  in  addition,  ante-natal 
clinics  attended  by  Local  Practitioners  in  the  same  building. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday  morning  and  afternoon, 
while,  in  addition,  clinics  are  held  fortnightly  in  Trinity  Church,  Nantyffyllon 
on  Thursdays  and  in  the  Spiritualist  Church,  Caerau,  on  Wednesdays. 


The  Maternity  Home  of  1 1 beds  is  under  the  administration  of  the 
Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  cares  are  referred  to 
this  institution  by  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  town.  Other  cases  receive 
their  ante-natal  care  in  the  Maesteg  Ante-Natal  Centre  and  are  delivered 
by  the  County  Midwives  at  home  or  referred  to  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
for  delivery,  abnormalities  or  emergencies. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  deformed,  mentally  defective  and  handicapped  children.  These 
cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
or  referred  by  General  Practitioners.  In  Maesteg  a School  Clinic  is  provided 
in  Plasnewydd  School  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic  and  Refraction  cases.  Ill- 
egitimate, homeless  and  neglected  children  are  provided  for  in  the  Cottage 
Homes,  Bridgend,  and  through  the  Welfare  Authorities. 


(3)  TUBERCULOSIS 

Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  A T.B.  Dispensary 
is  held  in  the  M.  and  C.W.  Building,  Church  Street,  Maesteg,  on  Wednesday 
and  Friday  mornings  of  each  week. 


(4)  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance  Services 
ceased  and  were  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  under  the 
Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  The  functions  of  the  Relieving  Officers 
have  therefore  been  discontinued  and  replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  two  of  whom  are  stationed  in  Maesteg,  with  a temporary 
Office  in  Church  Street,  Maesteg. 


As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now  medically 
insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  necessitous  cases  has 
become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Practitioner  or  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Other  classes  of  necessitous  cases,  like  homeless,  abandoned  or 
neglected  individuals,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Welfare  Authorities. 


(5)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  is  administered  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and  provides  accommodation  for  18  ' 

patients. 


1!) 


(6) 


SMALLPOX 


Cases  of  suspected  or  confirmed  smallpox  in  South  Wales  will,  in  future, 
he  admitted  in  the  first  instance  to  Penrhys  Hospital,  Rhondda.  This 
Hospital  can  be  made  ready  to  admit  patients' within  an  hour  from  the  time 
of  notification.  Where  the  Consultant  decides  that  a case  should  be  admitted 
to  a Smallpox  Hospital  he  will  arrange  directly  with  Penrhys  Hospital  for  the 
Hospital  to  be  made  ready  to  receive  the  patient. 

The  Cofn  Hirgced  Isolation  Hospital  is  for  the  present  being  retained 
for  smallpox  cases  and  is  now  administered  by  the  Mid  & West  Glamorgan 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 


Plans  are  in  existence  to  reserve  the  Hospital  for  the  accommodation 
of  Chronic  cases  but  the  decision  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  this  matter 
is  still  awaited. 


(7)  GENERAL 

The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for  53  patients 
and  is  administered  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  Maternity  and  Isolation  Hospitals. 


(8)  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a Vaccination  Centre  in 
Maesteg,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical  Practitioner  by 
those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated. 


An  Immunisation  Centre  is  held  fortnightly  on  Thursday  mornings  in 
the  M.  and  C.W.  Centre,  Church  Street,  where  immunisations  are  performed 
free  of  charge. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Office  in  Bridgend, 
while  Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
in  Cardiff. 


(9)  AMBULANCES 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  now  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Council.  ALL  CALLS  for  the  Ambulance  Service  since  March  15th,  1950, 
are  dealt  with  via  the  Main  Station  at  Aberkenfig  (Telephone  Number — 
Aberkenfig  303),  while  Sub-stations  have  been  established  in  the  Maesteg 
General  Hospital  and  in  Caerau.  Requests  for  ambulances  not  required 
urftil  the  next  day  are  met  by  means  of  a certificate  signed  by  a doctor, 
nurse  or  midwife  and  handed  in  at  the  Local  Ambulance  Station  not  later 
than  8 p.m.  on  the  previous  day.  In  emergencies  or  ambulances  required  on 
the  same  day,  the  requests  are  made  by  telephone  to  Aberkenfig  and  the 
certificate  handed  to  the  ambulance  driver  when  conveying  the  patient. 
The  conveyance  of  Maternity  Cases  is  arranged  in  the  same  manner.  In 
cases  of  accidents  or  other  sudden  emergencies  occurring  immediately 
adjacent  to  an  ambulance  sub-station,  drivers  have  been  instructed  to  deal 
with  the  emergency  and  themselves  inform  the  Ambulance  Control  Station 
of  the  action  they  are  taking,  provided  an  ambulance  is  available  in  the 
Sub-station  at  the  time  of  the  emergency. 
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(10) 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Tho  County  Council  provides  for  the  following  Clinics  : — 


1.  Ante -Natal 

Monday  afternoon  ....  Maesteg 

2.  Child  Welfare 

Tuesday  all  day  ....  Maesteg 

3.  Child  Welfare 

Wednesday  afternoons  ....  Caerau 

fortnightly 

4.  Child  Welfare 

Thursday  afternoons  ....  Nantyffyllon 

fortnightly 

5.  School  Clinics  : — 
Dental 

Thursdays  fortnightly 

Fridays  weekly  ....  Plasnewydd 

Orthopaedic 

....  Third  Thursday  in  the 

month  ....  Plasnewydd 

Refraction 

Periodically  as  required  ....  Plasnewydd 

6.  Ante -Natal  and 
Child  Welfare 

....  Monday  afternoons  ....  Calfaria  Chapel 

fortnightly  Cwmfelin 

7.  Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

....  Thursday  mornings  ....  Maesteg 

fortnightly 

8.  Birth  Control 

....  Friday  mornings  monthly  Port  Talbot 

Second  and  Fourth  Monday 
afternoons  of  each  month  Bridgend 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  for  : — 

1.  Clinics  in  the  Maesteg  General  Hospital  : 

Medical  ....  ....  Alternative  Tuesday  afternoons 


Alternative  Wednesday  mornings 

Surgical  .... 

Alternative  Friday  afternoons 
Thursday  afternoons  (one  monthly) 

Gynaecological  .... 

Alternative  Friday  afternoons 
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Ophthalmic 


Periodically 

Indefinite 

Alternative  Monday  afternoons 


E.N.T. 


Dermatology 

Paediatrics 


Periodically 

Thursday  afternoon  (once  monthly) 
Daily 


Radiology 


2.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  General  Practioners  in  relation  to  the  Maternity 

Home  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Maesteg. 

3.  Chest  Clinics  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  in  the  Maesteg  T.B. 

Dispensary,  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Maesteg. 

4.  Venereal  Diseases — V.D.  Clinic  off  G.W.R.  Station,  Port  Talbot.  Treat- 

ment is  free  and  confidential. 


Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  are  carried  out  free  of 
charge  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff.  Chemical 
Analysis  is  undertaken  by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  which  a charge  is  made. 

Samples  of  water  and  milk  are  sent  for  analysis  from  time  to  time, 
and  so  are  specimen  of  swabs  requiring  bacteriological  examination. 


(11) 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

MINISTRY  OF  FOOD  CIRCULAR  18/14,  DATED  OCTOBER,  1949— 
ADOPTION  OF  NEW  BYE-LAWS  FOR  FOOD  HYGIENE 


on 


The  new  Food  Bye-Laws  were  adopted  by  the  Urban  District  Council 
January  10th,  1950  and  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  July,  !9oU. 


CIRCULAR  WELSH  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  OF  14th  FEBRUARY,  1950 
TO  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH,  WALES  — FILM  SHOWS  : 
“ANOTHER  CASE  OF  POISONING”  AND  “TRACING  THE  SPREAD 
OF  INFECTION  : PEMPHIGUS  NEONATORUM  ” 

As  soon  as  the  Circular  was  received  arrangements  were  made  with 
the  local  picture-houses  to  have  the  films  shown  to  the  General  Public  and 
they  were  exhibited  in  the  New  Theatre,  Plaza,  Regal,  Cosy  and  Coliseum 
Cinemas.  The  Health  Department  wishes  to  express  its  sincere  gratitude 
to  the  owners  of  the  mentioned  picture-houses  for  their  generous  co-operation 
in  this  important  aspect  of  Health  Education.  A special  session  was  also 
organised  for  all  those  engaged  in  the  handling  and  sale  of  foods  such  as 
food-caterers,  butchers,  fishmongers,  restaurant  managers,  ice-cream  producers 
and  many  others.  The  invitations  were  sent  out  on  May  17th  and  the  films 
shown  in  the  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Street,  Maesteg, 
on  the  24th  of  May  in  two  sessions  after  this  building  had  been  given  at  our 
disposal  by  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  County  Council.  Although  40 
signed  names  had  been  received  after  the  circulation  of  our  invitations  the 
actual  attendance  on  the  date  of  the  film  show  was  extremely  poor.  The 
programme  consisted  of  the  following  features  : 


(1)  “ Town  Rat  ” 

(2)  “ Another  case  of  Poisoning  ” 

(3)  “ The  Spread  of  Infection  ” 

(4)  “ Coal  Mining  To-day  ” 


MARKET  HYGIENE. 

In  view  of  the  introduction  of  the  new  Bye-Laws  for  Food  Hygiene 
on  the  31st  of  July,  1950,  I made  an  inspection  of  the  Market  Hall  and  Market 
Place  on  the  22nd  of  April.  It  would  be  inconsistent  and  unfair  to  expect 
food-handlers  and  food-sellers  to  adhere  to  these  Bye-Laws  if  no  facilities 
are  provided  to  observe  them.  Dr.  Kinsey  already  in  his  report  of  10th 
Jariuary,  1947,  made  it  abundantly  clear  that  there  was  a great  deficiency 
in  water-points  both  in  the  Market  Hall  and  the  Market.  Place.  In  the  Market 
Hall  only  one  cold  water  tap  and  wash-basin  were  in  existence  for  23  stalls, 
no  hot  water  being  provided  at  all.  It  would  consequently  be  difficult  to 
adhere  to  Part  II,  Paragraph  2 ; Paragraph  4,  Sections  (a),  (c)  and  (d), 
find  Paragraph  5,  Section  b of  the  new  Bye-Laws. 


For  bho  Market  Place  proper  it  would,  in  addition,  be  difficult  to  enforce 
Part  III,  Paragraph  7,  Section  (b)  as  the  only  available  water-point  here  is 
situated  inside  the  basement  of  the  Council  Offices  in  the  furnace  room.  These 
two  water  points  for  the  whole  Market  Place  and  Market  Hall  were  wholly 
insufficient  and  a re-consideration  of  the  water  supply  to  those  places  became 
a necessity.  The  Market  Hall  was  white-washed  in  August,  1949.  The  stalls 
in  the  Market  Hall  are  in  a severe  state  of  neglect,  not  having  been  painted 
for  many  years,  while  the  Hall  itself  is  very  dark  and  gloomy,  necessitating 
a thorough  re-painting  of  the  stalls  and  roof  in  a light  colour  to  attract  all 
available  light  from  the  exterior.  Strip-lighting  would  improve  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  Market  Hall  considerably.  No  special  stalls  with  tiled  or  marble 
display-slabs  have  been  built  or  reserved  for  the  sale  of  meat  and  fish,  while 
cakes  and  pastries  are  sold  from  stalls  without  protective  covering  for  the 
food  sold. 

The  Market  Hall  contains  a small  Cafe  in  a recess  and  this  Cafe  was 
without  a water  supply  and  no  sink  had  been  built  there  for  the  washing 
of  crockery,  at  the  date  of  my  inspection.  This  was  in  contravention  of 
the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  1 3( i). 

I reported  my  findings  to  the  Council  on  May  5th,  1950  and  on  the 
27th  of  May  a second  inspection  was  made  with  the  Surveyor  of  the  Council 
to  consider  the  improvements  required  for  the  Market.  Our  findings  were 
reported  to  the  Council  on  16th  June,  1950.  Apart  from  the  two  reports 
mentioned  above  the  Hygiene  of  the  Market  was  the  subject  of  a Special 
Report  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1950. 

On  June  27th,  1950,  the  following  Minute  was  passed  by  the  Maesteg 
U.D.C.  : — 


“ 185.  WATER  SUPPLY— MAESTEG  MARKET. 

The  Surveyor  referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  regarding  water  supply  to  the  Market  and  reported  a dis- 
cussion he  had  had  with  the  Medical  Officer  as  well  as  a subsequent 
letter  from  him. 


The  items  were  dealt  with  in  detail  by  the  Surveyor  and 
the  Committee  considered  his  recommendations. 

Resolved — (1)  That  water  points  be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Open  Market. 

(2)  That  a wash-up  and  a water  supply  be  provided  for 
the  stall  occupied  by  Mrs.  Croke. 


(3)  That  the  wash-up  at  the  Town  Hall  be  open  throughout 
the  week  at  a charge  of  3d.  per  person  (including  towel). 

(4)  That  a hose  be  obtained  for  the  Outside  Market  and 
a hose  for  the  Inside  Market. 

(5)  That  the  cost  of  painting  the  Market  be  included 
in  the  next  Annual  Estimates.” 

In  the  month  of  July,  1950,  a water  supply  and  wash-up  basin  were 
fitted  in  the  Market  Hall  Cafe  while  in  the  month  of  October  one  cold  water 
tan  and  basin  were  added  to  the  Market  Hall.  The  wash-up  room  in  the 
Town  Hall  Lavatory  was  opened  to  the  Public  at  a charge  of  3d-  per  person  in 
July  1950,  but  up  to  the  present  in  the  month  of  August,  1951  no  wafer- 
points  have  been  added  to  the  Open  Market  as  resolved  in  Minute  185  of 
27  h June  1950  In  the  month  of  June,  1951  a start  was  made  to  paint  the 
roof  of1  the  Market  Hall,  while  the  Annual  Estimates  1951-52  provide  a sum 
of  £250  for  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Internal  Painting. 
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My  persistence  in  a proper  water  supply  for  the  Market  was  based 
on  the  following  grounds  : — 

(1)  Epidemiological  potentialities  which  may  not  only  affect  Maesteg 
but  in  addition  a large  area  surrounding  the  Urban  District 
as  the  Market  draws  a population  from  such  distant  points 
as  Port  Talbot,  Bridgend,  Ogmore  & Garw  and  all  the  valleys 
in  the  vicinity. 

(2)  Legal  complications  which  may  arise  if  Market  Hygiene  lags 
far  behind  the  hygiene  of  Private  Shops  and  Trades. 

(3)  The  ever-changing  food  aspects  of  a Market  and  the  fluctuation 
in  the  sale  of  food  in  such  places. 

(4)  The  new  Food  Cleanliness  Campaign  pursued  all  over  the  Country. 

(5)  The  adherence  to  the  new  Food  Bye-Laws  which  came  into  force 
on  31st  July,  1950. 


At  present  the  water  supply  in  the  Market  is  still  insufficient  and  no 
hot  water  is  available  in  the  place,  except  in  the  Market  Hall  Cafe.  In 
general  the  Maesteg  Market  compares  unfavourably  with  the  Markets  in 
Swansea,  Neath,  Port  Talbot  and  Bridgend. 


POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  year  1950  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in 
the  Urban  District  and  compared  with  the  notifications  of  1948  and  1949 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  has  shown  an  upward  trend.  The  first  case, 
in  Nantyffyllon,  was  notified  on  the  25th  of  June  in  a child  age  3 years. 
No  other  children  were  present  in  the  family  and  no  further  infection  followed. 
The  second  case  occurred  in  Maesteg  on  the  18th  of  August  in  a child  age  54 
years  and  was  diagnosed  as  a Polio-Encephalitis.  Although  another  child, 
age  7 years,  was  present  in  the  household,  no  contact-infection  took  place. 
The  third  case  was  notified  in  Maesteg  on  September  11th  in  a child,  age  44 
years.  One  adult  of  20  and  a baby  age  1 year  and  7 months  belonged  to 
the  same  family  but  no  contact-infection  resulted.  All  cases  were  removed 
to  an  Isolation  Hospital.  The  total  number  of  the  members  in  each  of  the 
three  families  was  respectively,  4,  6 and  6,  including  the  patients.  Families 
in  which  a case  of  Poliomyelitis  has  been  notified  are  visited  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  instructions  with  regard  to  general  hygiene  and  food 
handling  given.  Such  families  are,  moreover,  closely  supervised  by  the 
attending  General  Practitioner  for  further  contact-infections.  In  none 
of  the  mentioned  cases  had  there  been  any  contact  with  Poliomyelitis,  any 
recent  excessive  fatigue  or  strain,  any  recent  operations  on  the  nose,  throat  or. 
mouth,  or  any  recent  innocculaticn  or  vaccination. 
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INFANT  DEATHS,  1950 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

6 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F 

3 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F 

2 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F 

12  days 

la 

Brain  Injury  at  Birth 

F 

8 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

b 

Gastro-Enteritis 

M 

11  days 

la 

Convulsions 

b 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

M 

1 day 

la 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

M 

12  hours 

la 

Asphyxia  Livida 

M 

1 day 

la 

Prematurity 

b 

Asphyxia  from  Aspiration  of  Food  into  Lungs 
Accidental  — P.M. 

M 

4 weeks 

la 

Asphyxia  from  Aspiration  of  Food  into  Lungs 
Accidental  — P.M. 

M 

2 days 

la 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

M 

3 weeks 

la 

Convulsions 

b 

Spina  Bifida 

M 

2 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F 

17  hours 

la 

Premature  Birth 

F 

1 day 

la 

Cerebral  Injury  at  Birth 

F 

2 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

b 

Marasmus 

F 

9 hours 

la 

Premature  Birth 

b 

A Twin 

M 

9 hours 

la 

Premature  Birth 

b 

A Twin 

F 

3 months 

la 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

b 

Cleft  Palate  and  Hare  Lip 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  ....  19 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Cases  treated  during  the  year 


Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Notified 

At  Home 

inHospital 

Unim- 

Im- 

Blind- 

Deaths 

paired 

paired 

ness 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

26 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  other  Forms)  received,  was  38. 
This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  13  on  the  previous  year. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  17  males  and  15  females.  Non-Pulmonaiy 
Tuberculosis  3 males  and  3 females. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  18.  There 
was  1 death  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows  : — 

Non- 

Ward  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 

CAERAU  10  1 

NANTYFFYLLON  6 0 

EAST  8 1 

WEST  8 4 


Total  32  6 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  cures,  altered 
diagnosis,  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there  were  244  cases 
on  the  register,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 
Males  86  41 

Females  87  30 


Total  173  71 

No  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis.  This  is  left  to  the  Medical  Practitioner  in 
attendance,  who,  either  directly  or  through  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  obtains  the  assistance  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  — SECTION  172 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  the  year  1950. 
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TUBERCULOSIS— 1950 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RE  HOUSING 


As  indicated  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1949,  the  Health  Department 
has  started  a Tuberculosis  Re-Housing  Register  in  which  applications  for 
re-housing  aro  administered  from  day-to-day.  The  List  of  Applicants 
on  Tuberculosis  grounds  of  the  Treasurer’s  Department  are  checked  with 
the  Official  Tuberculosis  Register  together  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  for  re-housing. 

The  Environmental  Forms  made  up  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  copies 
of  which  are  sent  regularly  to  the  Health  Department  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  form  another  source  of  information  for  the  Tuberculosis  Re-Housing 
Register  and  are  contained  therein.  A final  selection  can  thus  be  made 
of  the  most  urgent  and  necessitous  cases  as  soon  as  houses  are  available 
for  re-housing  and  the  Treasurer’s  Department,  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  are  notified  of  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Another  milestone  in  Preventive  Medicine  has  been  reached  by  the 
Maesteg  Urban  District  Council  in  reserving  four  houses  in  every  64  to  be 
built  in  the  new  Turberville  Site  for  the  re-housing  of  Tuberculosis  families, 
a measure  for  which  the  Urban  District  should  be  highly  commended.  This 
decision  was  made  in  the  Housing  Committee  of  13th  July,  1950,  where  it 
was  resolved  that  one  T.B.  Applicant  from  each  Ward  should  be  granted 
a tenancy  in  the  64  houses  to  be  erected  on  the  Turberville  Site. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  176 
POWER  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  IN  RESPECT 
OF  THE  PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
BLINDNESS 


All  arrangements  under  this  Section  are  undertaken  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council.  & 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SANITARY  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950 


INSPECTIONS  : 

Water  Supply  177 

Drainage  ' 81 

Stables  and  Piggeries  4 

Offensive  Trades  8 

Factories  and  Workshops  .......  54 

Bakehouses  66 

Public  Conveniences  - 28 

Theatres,  etc.  13 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  45 

Rats  and  Mice  20 

Inspections  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  1008 

Overcrowding  ......  ......  52 

Verminous  Premises  ......  40 

Infectious  Diseases 41 

Inspection  of  Food  Shops  393 

Dairies 

Ice-Cream  Premises 64 

Slaughterhouses  307 

Fried  Fish  Shops  49 


\ 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS 

1920  to  1933 


During  the  year  under  review,  One  Rent  Certificate  was  issued. 


NOTICES  SERVED  : 

During  the  year,  182  Abatement  Notices,  under  Section  93  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  were  served. 

Thirty-nine  Notices  under  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
and  Section  30,  Water  Act,  1945,  were  served,  to  provide  dwellings  with 
a sufficient  supply  of  water. 

The  following  Notices  were  served  in  addition  to  the  above,  under 
various  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


ACT 


No.  of  Notices 
served 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

Section  39  (i)(c)  ....  ...  ...  ....  15 

Section  58  ...  ....  ....  ....  ...  8 


Housing  Act,  1936  : 

Section  11  (Time  & Place)  ....  ...  ....  1 

Factories  Act,  1937  : 

Section  7 ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  1 


PROCEEDINGS : 

Arising  from  the  Abatement  Notices  served  under  Section  93,  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Court  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  property  owners 
for  failure  to  abate  nuisances,  etc.,  from  structural  andsanitarv,  defects, 
in  respect  of  16  properties. 

Court  Orders  were  made  for  the  repairs  to  be  carried  out  in  respect, 
of  7 properties. 
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INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111 
NIL 


SUPERVISION  OF  MILK  DISTRIBUTION 
FOOD  & DRUGS  (MILK,  DAIRIES  & ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year,  44  samples  of  heat-treated  and  pasteurised  milk 
were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination;  41,  or 
approximately  93%,  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Eight  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  submitted  for  examination 
and  five  were  satisfactory. 

All  11  samples  taken  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  satis- 
factory, no  Tubercle  Bacilli  being  present. 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 
(PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations,  11  Dealers’  Licences 
to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised  ” were  issued  within  the  Council’s  Area. 


ICE-CREAM 

The  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  (Sections  13,  14  and  37) 

The  IceCream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 

Four  business  premises  were  registered  under  the  Food  & Drugs 
Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  in  the  Urban  Area  during  1950.  87% 

of  samples  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  Examination 
and  Chemical  Analysis  during  1950  was  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  43  business  premises  in  the  Area  were  on 
the  Department’s  Register  as  registered  under  the  Act  for  the  sale  or  manu- 
facture of  ice-cream.  A few  premises  were  de-registered,  the  owners  having 
ceased  to  manufacture  or  sell  ice-cream. 

All  manufacturers  locally  complied  with  the  Heat  Treatment,  etc., 
Regulations,  1947. 


THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
■ summary  of  articles  sampled  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 

the  year. 


Milk 

Butter 

Margarine 

Custard  Powder  . 
Cake  Flour 
Bun  Flour 
Pudding  Mixture 
Sponge  Mixture  . 
Scone  Flour 
Mint  Sauce 
Sultanas 
Stuffing 
Macaroni  .... 

Mild  Beer 
Pale  Ale 
Barley  Kernels 
Semolina 

Self-Raising  Floui 

Currants 

Jam... 

Rice.... 


49  Dessert  Powder  .... 

5 Rissole  Mixture  .... 

2 Condensed  Milk  .... 

2 Gravy  Browning  .... 

6 Tinned  Peas 

1 Fish  Paste  .... 

2 Salt  .... 

5 Mixed  Spice 

2 Jelly 

1 Pepper 

1 Cooking  Fat 

2 Cheese 

1 Blancmange  Powder 

1 Marmalade 

1 Boiled  Sweets 

1 Corn  Flour.  .. 

2 Dessicated  Cocoanut 

2 Raisins 

2 Glencetti  Pearls  .... 

2 

1 Total  .... 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

112 


The  result  of  the  analysis  is  as  follows  : — 


One  Sample  Cake,  Sponge  and 

Steamed  Pudding  Mixture  Infested  with  Meal  Mites 


One  Sample  Scone  Flour  ....  ....  ....  ,,  ,,  >> 

One  Sample  Cake  Flour  Mixture  „ ,,  „ 

One  Sample  Pudding  Mixture  „ „ ,, 


Three  Samples  of  Milk  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids,  but  the  HortvSt 
freezing  point  test  showed  no  evidence  of  added  water. 


One  Informal  Sample  containing  4%  of  added  water,  a Formal  Sample 
taken  later  contained  7%  of  added  water  and  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  Vendor,  who  was  fined.  £5  plus  14/-  Analyst’s  Fee. 


One  Informal  Sample  showed  a milk  fat  deficiency  of  12%,  a Formal 
Sample  taken  later  proved  to  be  genuine  and  proceedings,  therefore,  could 
not  be  taken. 


One  Formal  Sample  showed  a milk  fat  deficiency  of  4%  ; it  was 
decided  that  the  deficiency  did  not  warrant  legal  proceedings. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Slaughtering  since  April,  1940,  has  been  carried  out  in  the  Slaughter- 
house at  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg.  The  Slaughterhouse  is  under  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  We  feel  extremely  indebted  to  the  Ministry 
for  the  great  improvements  which  were  effected  in  the  Slaughterhouse  in 
the  years  1949  and  1950,  and  for  the  most  happy  and  efficient  co-operation 
the  Health  Department  received  from  their  Officials.  The  Floor  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  has  been  relaid,  including  floor  drainage.  The  building 
has  been  entirely  re-painted  and  a Reservoir  built  in  the  roof  to  increase 
the  water  pressure  in  the  taps,  while  the  Lighting  System  of  the  premises 
has  been  renewed  and  improved.  A Roof  has  also  been  built  over  the  passage 
from  the  Slaughter-room  to  the  Boiler  house.  Only  a few  small  items  are 
outstanding  such  as  a larger  feeding-pipe  for  the  water-reservoir  in  the  roof 
and  the  provision  of  a slop-basin  for  the  Slaughter-room  and  Inspection -room. 
These  items  are  having  the  attention  of  the  Ministry. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1166 

445 

6359 

6 

Number  inspected 

1166 

445 

6280 

6 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

17 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

400 

— 

406 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis. 

34% 

6% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

25 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

133 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

13% 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 


Ten  Licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen  during  the  year  authorising 
them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  Act,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
regarding  the  humane  slaughter  of  animals,  including  sheep  and  lambs, 
wero  carried  out. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
CONDEMNED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
DECEMBER  31st,  1950. 


Description. 

Reason  for 
Condemnation. 

Approximate 
Weight  lbs. 

25  Bovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

13,189 

9 Part  Bovine  Carcases 

Tubsrculosis 

1,786 

97  Bovine  Heads 

Tuberculosis 

2,910 

113  Bovine  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

565 

4 Bovine  Livers 

Tuberculosis 

40 

303  Bovine  Livers 

Parasitic  Diseases 

3,030 

70  Bovine  Lungs 

Parasitic  Diseases 

350 

1 Bovine  Carcase 

Emaciation 

441 

Beef 

Bone -taint  and 

Decomposition 

211 

Beef 

Bruised 

844 

201  Sheep  Plucks 

Parasitic  Diseases 

402 

206  Sheep  Livers 

Parasitic  Diseases 

206 

17  Sheep  Carcases 

Parasitic  Diseases  and 

Emaciation  

463 

1 Pig  Carcase 

Cirrhosis  and  Jaundice  62 

24,499 

Other  Foods — 

Preserved  Meat 

Decomposition  

282 

Preserved  Fruit  and 

Vegetables 

Decomposition  

435 

Preserved  Milk  

Decomposition  and 

Blown  12] 

Cheese  

Mould,  etc. 

281 

Sausages 

Decomposition  

330 

Biscuits 

Damp  and  broken 

132 

Sugar  

Contaminated  

20 

Flour  

Damp  and  infested 

33 

Bacon  

Decomposition  

69 

Wet  and  Dry  Fish 

Decomposition  

763 

Potato  Crisps 

Rancid 

16 

Imported  Chickens 

Decomposition  

57 

Pears  

Bruised 

40 

Pigs’  Feet 

Decomposition 

228 

Total  

2,807 
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CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


For  epidemiological  investigation  and  record,  premises  where  eases 
of  infectious  disease  occur  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The 
taking  of  swabs  and  immunisation  of  all  contacts  is  undertaken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Certain  cases  are  removed  to  the  Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  or, 
alternatively,  for  the  most  suitable  isolation  of  the  patient  possible. 

When  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital,  infected  rooms  arc  disinfected 
immediately  afterwards  and  when  the  case  is  isolated  at  home  this  is  done 
after  termination  of  the  illness.  If  found  necessary,  infected  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.,  are  removed  and  dealt  with  by  the  steam  disinfector  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

During  1950,  45  fumigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Department 
where  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Two  complete  maintenance  treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewers  were 
carried  out  during  1950.  Pre-bait  and  poison  takes  for  both  treatments 
was  limited  indicating  that,  as  in  1949,  the  degree  of  sewer  infestation 
was  “ small  to  medium.” 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  degree  of  infestation 
in  the  Urban  District  for  1950  : — 


Type 

Property 

No.  of  Properties 
Inspected 
following 
Complaints 

No.  of  Properties 
in  which 
Infestation  was 
discovered 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Local  Authority’s 
Property 

26 

16 

50 

Dwelling-houses  .... 

168 

57 

339 

Business  P remises 

28 

2 

32 

Agricultural  Property  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


With  a feeling  of  extreme  gratitude  and  satisfaction  I am  able  to 
report  in  the  year  1950  that  a definite  progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter 
of  Sowage  Disposal. 

As  has  been  outlined  in  my  previous  report,  the  existing  plant  was 
built  in  1904,  and  only  designed  for  a population  of  9,000,  while  the  present 
population  of  Maesteg  is  23,050. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1950  the  Consulting  Engineer  explained 
to  the  Council  the  difficulties  experienced  in  getting  the  Scheme  going.  Pre- 
war plans  had  to  be  abandoned  and  new  sets  drawn  out.  There  were  19 
plans  in  connection  with  the  Scheme.  Further  delay  had  been  caused 
through  remeasurements,  necessitated  by  subsidence.  The  delivery  of 
pipes  could  not  be  speeded  up,  while  the  date  of  delivery  for  the  large  pipes 
was  1952. 

In  September,  1950,  the  complete  Scheme  was  approved  by  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health  on  engineering  grounds  but  the  anticipated  date  of  com- 
mencement depends  on  the  delivery  of  pipes  for  which  no  definite  date  has 
been  fixed  yet. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  on  the  20th  December,  1950,  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  authorised  the 'Council  to  invite  Tenders  for  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme.  The  Capital  and  Maintenance  costs  of  the  Scheme  will  be  allocates 
between  the  Maesteg  U.D.C.  and  the  Penybont  R.D.C.  on  a basis  of  population. 

The  new  Sewage  Plant  has  been  designed  for  a population  of  30,000. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENGING 


In  the  .year  1950  refuse  collected  has  been  used  for  the  reclamation 
of  land. 

Refuse  is  collected  daily  by  means  of  the  Council’s  motor  lorries 
and  the  conditions  in  refuse  collection  have  remained  unchanged.  No 
sanitary  dust-bins  are  in  universal  use  by  the  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses 
and  the  Council  has  not  yet  applied  the  powers  which  it  possesses  requiring 
occupiers  to  provide  receptacles  of  such  size  and  construction  as  may  be 
approved  by  the  Council.  No  improvement  can  therefore  be  expected 
in  the  matter  of  refuse  collection.  The  provision  of  dust-bins  would,  in 
addition,  relieve  the  work  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department  to  some  extent 
as  by  the  provision  of  bins  a daily  collection  will  not  be  so  necessary  while 
it  would  also  assist  in  the  elimination  of  rats,  flies  and  other  vermin. 
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